
WEST ITCHENOR PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Planning Meeting of the West Itchenor Parish Council held on Monday 
24th March 2014 in The Itchenor Memorial Hall.  

 

Present:  Mrs S Taylor (Chair), Mr G Colbourne, Mr J Hartley,  
   Mr A Spencer 
 
In attendance; Mrs C Smith (Clerk), Mr S Lawrence (Conservancy) 
  
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
None 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 10 March 2014. 
 The Chairman called for approval of the Minutes of the Planning Committee held 
 on 10 March 2014. It was AGREED to approve the Minutes and the Chairman 
 SIGNED the Minutes as a true record of that meeting. 
 

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
4.1  WI/13/03877/DOM Upper House, Itchenor, Chichester. 
       Detached outbuilding to form garage, store and workshop for private domestic 
 use in connection with host property (Upper House). Revised location and block 
 plans. 
 

The Chairman welcomed Steve Lawrence, Conservancy Planning Officer to the 
meeting and invited him to comment on the amended plans. 
 
Mr Lawrence briefly explained that the ridge height had been raised, a new internal 
staircase inserted, one of the car ports reduced and the external rendering had been 
retained.  The outbuilding had also been moved back approximately one metre from 
the road. 
   
 Councillors’ main concern was that this was still a bulky building that would stand 
 out at the entrance to the village.  No changes had been made that had 
 addressed the original concerns raised.  The proposed white rendering would 
 make the outbuilding very conspicuous in a rural area. 
 It was suggested that the parish Council request a method statement on how the 
 surrounding trees would be protected. 
  
 AGREED RESPONSE: The Parish Council continues to object to the 
 application and advises that this opinion is based on the plans dated February 
 2014.  The size, location and appearance of the outbuilding would be harmful to 
 the rural outlook and contrary to saved Policies RE4 and RE14 of the 
 Chichester Local Plan 1999. 
 Should the application be permitted the Parish Council would like the following 
 conditions attached: 

 The existing vegetation and screening should be improved including the 
implementation of mature hedging/trees. 

 The outbuilding should be clad to match the existing house. 

 That the outbuilding may not be used for residential purposes. 
 



4.2 WI/14/00800/TCA Wakesway, The Street, Itchenor, West Sussex PO20 7AN 
      Notification of intention to fell one Bay tree. 
 

 AGREED RESPONSE: No objection. 
 
4.3 WI/14/00657/DOM - Little Court, Itchenor Road, Itchenor 
 Replacement of rear first floor window and balcony balustrade. 
  
 Councillors noted that the application was seeking the reinstatement of the glass 
 balustrade that was present in the original application in 2010.  Councillors 
 expressed concerns about the visibility of the proposed changes from the public 
 footpath and possible reduction in privacy that it would afford to neighbouring 
 properties. It was also felt that there would be too much glass which may be 
 harmful to the visual appear in an Area Of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
   
 AGREED RESPONSE: The Parish Council objections to this application as the 
 proposal by reason of the materials used would be harmful to the visual 
 appearance within the Area Of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  The development 
 would be contrary to saved Policies RE1, RE4 and BE12 the Chichester Local 
 Plan 1999. 

 

5. PLANNING DECISIONS 
The Chairman reported that the owners of the land adjacent to The Oast had 
submitted an appeal against the District Council’s refusal to grant planning 
permission.   It was noted that when an appeal has been dismissed by the 
Planning Inspector, further similar applications should not be accepted within a 
two year period.  The Parish Council had written to the District Council on this 
matter when  the last application for planning permission was made. 
It was noted that the Parish Council should only made representations to the 
Planning Inspector if there were additional points to be made. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would review the comments already made 
and write to the Planning Inspector reaffirming its objection to the application. 
 
WI/13/02773/FUL - Marine Storage Building, Itchenor Road.  It was noted that 
this appeal had been allowed by the Planning Inspector.  The Parish Council had 
written to support the application and Councillors were pleased to note that the 
Planning Inspector  had stated that the Parish Council’s support of the application 
had been a material consideration and had added weight to his decision. 
  
Councillors were advised that an application to convert the boat house at The 
Lodge (formerly Camelot) had been submitted. It was agreed that the Planning 
Committee would review this application at the next meeting. It was also agreed 
that applications for neighbouring parishes would be checked weekly to see 
whether there were any applications from the area designated as a zone of 
influence with Birdham and West Wittering Parish Councils. 
 

6. ENFORCEMENT ISSUES  
It was noted that there was an ongoing issue with the ditch in front of the Land 

 adjacent to The Oast.  It was noted that the Chairman had been unable to get 
 sight of the drainage report undertaken by West Sussex County Council.  

RESOLVED that a Freedom of Information request would be made to access the 
 report, particularly in light of the fact that it may help with the written 
 representations to the Planning Inspector in conjunction with the appeal on the 
 site. 



  
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
     To note the date of the next meeting on Monday 7th April 2014 at 10.00am  
                         
                           
Signature __________________________  Date:___________________ 
Chairman of the Planning Committee 

 


