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West Itchenor Parish Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of West Itchenor Parish Council held on Monday 12 November 2018 in 
Itchenor Memorial Hall. 
 
Present:  Mr G Colbourne, Mr J Dunn, Mr C Mead-Briggs, Mr A Spencer (Chairman) 
   Mrs S Taylor, Mrs A Trevelyan 
 
In attendance: Mrs C Smith (Clerk), Mr G Barrett (CDC), Mrs E Hamilton (CDC) 

Mr P Montyn (WSCC), 0 member of public. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7pm. 
 
97/18C Chairman’s Welcome 

 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
97/18C Questions/comments from members of the public.  

   None. 

 
97/18C District and County Councillor Reports. 

Mr Montyn reported that the County Council was still looking at its budget and 
reviewing the non-statutory functions. Whilst there have been savings over the last 4 
years there are further savings to come over the next 4 years. Currently the County 
Council is around £13 million short of balancing the budget for next year.  These 
savings will be discussed at the December meeting to be approved next year. 

 
Mr Montyn also highlighted a report from the County Council on ditches and riparian 
ownership. 

 
The Conservancy has been conducting a review of the Harbour Management Plan.  
Drafts were widely circulated in Sept/October.  Mr Montyn expressed regret that out 
of around 45 parishes only 2 Parish Council’s had responded.  The responses will be 
looked at in December and the revise plan will be published in January. 

 The Parish Council commented that nothing had changed from the previous plans.    
 

Mr Montyn reported on a Meeting of Regional Flood Control Committee (RFCC) 
stating that priority for grants would go where there were large numbers of houses to 
be protected from flooding. However, when DEFRA review the allocation of funds the 
RFCC will be asking them to look at potential isolation due to flooding not just 
flooding. 

 
Mr Barratt commented on the draft Local Plan to be reviewed by Cabinet on 14 

December.  The Draft Local Plan is due out for consultation on the 13 December for 
8 weeks.  The upcoming Peninsula forum meeting will be dedicated to the Local 
Plan.  Mr Barrett  reported that around 700 jobs had been lost on the Peninsula and 
no job growth.  When the current Local Plan was adopted it required 890 homes on 
the Peninsula over the 15 year period.  To date there have been just over 700 homes 
built, with 120 homes under approval. This is way above the original minimum level 
of housing. Additionally, none of the approved mitigation has been carried out, with 
the Selsey tram roundabout not now scheduled until 2021.  Schools have already 
breached the 95% capacity across the Peninsula. 

 
Mr Barrett was asked why East Wittering with a population of around 4,000 people 
had received an allocation of 350 homes whilst Selsey with a population of around 
11,000 only had an allocation of 250 homes. 
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Mr Barrett advised this was because Selsey was running out of space. 
  

Mr Barrett was asked about the attenuation tank at Northfields.  Mr Barrett advised 
that Southern Water was flushing out the system every 3 months. 

 
Mrs Hamilton reported that at the Remembrance service she had met the Deputy 
Lieutenant of Sussex, John Nelson who was also Chair of the Harbour Trust.  Plans 
are underway for the Harbour Trust to negotiate purchase of the site at Birdham 
Marina where the houseboats were refused planning permission. 

 
97/18C Apologies for absence.  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Watson.  

 
97/18C Declarations of Interest.  

Cllr Mead-Briggs declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 10, the Old Haven 
appeal as a near neighbour of the site. 

 
97/18C Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10 September 2018. 

 The Chairman called for the approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting  
held on 10 September 2018.  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes as presented be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting and that they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

 

97/18C Matters arising from the minutes of 10 September 2018. 

 None. 
 

97/18C Minutes of the extra Parish Council meeting held on 22 October 2018. 

The Chairman called for the approval of the Minutes of the extra Parish Council 
meeting held on 22 October 2018.  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes as presented 
be confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting and that they be signed by 
the Chairman. 

 

97/18C Minutes of Planning Committee meetings - 3 September, 17 September,  
 1 October and 22 October 2018. 
 The Minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 3 September, 17 September,  
 1 October and 22 October 2018 were NOTED.  
 

It was noted that the Parish Council had objected to the Birdham Marina Houseboat 
application and this had since been refused.  

  
97/18C Old Haven Appeal. 

Notes of a recent meeting had been circulated.  The Objectors are considered to have 
sensible case as the application conflicts with local and national planning policies. 
The Hearing takes place on 22 November at CDC offices. It has been suggested that 
the Inspector visits the appeal site.  The Applicant has resubmitted plans due to 
flooding issues and it is hoped that the Inspector will take a pragmatic view of this and 
continue with hearing. 

 
As an additional note the Section 215 notice that was served has not been fully 
complied with so this has been deferred to end of the appeal hearing. 
 
A vote of thanks was given to Cllr Mead-Briggs for all his work co-ordinating the case 
for the objection on behalf of the Parish. 
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97/18C Environment Working party update. 
 Cllr Dunn reported as follows. 

 The Pond. 
Cllr Watson continues his work with the FLOW team in clearing and maintaining the 
pond area. The tagging of trees has continued, and further tree management 
continues. He is also liaising with the tree surgeons of the Woodger trust. The ‘Flow 
Friday’ at the end of the month has been better supported recently. 
Cllr Dunn has approached Richard Stephens of the Woodger Trust and expressed 
the Parish Council’s interest to renew the Lease for the pond on the same basis as 
previous when it expires in September of next year. He will revert after discussion 
with the Trustees. 
The Flow team have recommended another contractor who is working at Sidlesham 
to price the pond dredging. Councillors have met with him and he has a pack of 
information to price. This has been requested quickly with a view to carrying out the 
work this year if at all possible. 

 
 Drainage Culverts 

A second Conway team have jetted the ditch outlet adjacent Martlett Cottage. This is 
now clear but They were unable to proceed North towards Little Court until the large 
chamber is opened adjacent to it. The final section going north from Martlett Cottage 
to Little Court remains unsurveyed. There is also a buried chamber in front of 
‘Fairway’ to the south. There are a number of these chambers that require opening 
up for clearing as highlighted in the first survey across the common. These will have 
Riparian ownership issues. 

 
 Highways 

Adrian Strange is preparing a quote to cut back the trees and bushes around the 
common to give a clear verge. 

 
 The Rife 

Riparian Landowners have now received a notice from CDC confirming their 
responsibility. 

 
 Ditches 

The Ditch between Gulworthy and Stowfell continues to hold water back and the 
issue is with WSCC to resolve. The ditch on the lane beside Langley - owned by 
Rotherwood is also blocked. 

 
 Drainage Mapping 

There is plenty of updating to do. This includes ditch levels between Shipton Green 
and Redlands Farm. 

 
 SWISH meeting 

Cllr Dunn had attended a SWISH meeting and has forwarded the documents from 
that meeting. This year’s Operation Watershed money has been spent and he hoped 
for new allocation next year, adding that the Parish Council may not qualify as the 
scope of the work is quite small in comparison to other projects. 

 
Cllr Dunn suggested that the Parish Council should not delay or defer works on the 
common as it has a duty under the 1965 Commons act. The first Conway report had 
been forwarded to Kevin Macknay but no comments had been received from him. 
There is a significant ditch that runs from Corner Cottage down that has been filled in 
over a pipe, essentially to provide access to the properties. The pipe is broken and 
requires clearing out. Jetting has created two new drains for the highway.  A longer 
term solution is to open up the ditching. 
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It was noted that a resident has been observed dumping green waste.  It was agreed 
that the Chairman would write to the resident involved. 

 
It was further agreed that when the verges were due to be cut notices would go up on 
the noticeboards and website, explaining why the work was being carried out.   

 

97/18C Reports from external meetings attended by Councillors. 

Cllr Mead-Briggs reported on the recent CDALC meeting. There was an update on 

assessing community assets.  The fundamental point is that the assets have to provide 

social value.  Pub owners have been rejecting claims as the pub is not being used for 

anything other than for sale of alcohol. 

  

South Chichester Local Committee.  A Traffic Regulation Order was granted for the  

temporary closure of side roads in West Wittering when West Wittering Estates think 

traffic too great. There will be WWE employees on duty to monitor the road closures 

and local residents will be allowed access. 

 

97/18C A27 Update. 

Mr Montyn was asked if there was any update on the A27 improvements.  Mr Montyn 
reported that the County Council was expecting Highways England to come up with 
options shortly. There was some discussion on issues relating to BABA27 and 
comments from the MP who had advised there would be no northern bypass.  
  

97/18C Assets of Community Value. 

A draft letter to the owners of land and buildings that may be considered to be Assets 

of Community Value had been circulated to Councillors. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council should not seek to have listed any asset without 

first conferring with the owners.  It was noted that many pubs had been designated an 

Asset of Community Value.   Councillors reviewed the social value of the proposed 

assets.  Some concern was expressed that although currently none of the proposed 

assets were at risk but if in time they did become a risk if they had not been listed it 

was too late to try and protect them.  A question was asked whether it was worth having 

an informal discussion with the Listing Officer.  It was agreed that Cllr Taylor would 

speak to the Officer and report back at the January meeting. 

 

Mr Barrett, Mrs Hamilton and Mr Montyn left the meeting at 8.19pm 

 

97/18C Policy Adoption/Review 

 Pension Scheme - Internal Dispute Resolution Procedure (IDRP) 

As part of the Parish Council’s role as an employer within the West Sussex County 

Council Local Government Pension Scheme it is important that it has 

an Internal Dispute Resolution Procedure (IDRP) in place, specific for pension 

matters.  An IDRP is a statutory process which allows for members who are not 

satisfied with a decision that affects their pension benefits and is a requirement 

of The Pension Regulators Code of Practice.  A copy of the proposed policy had 

previously been circulated to Councillors. 

RESOLVED that the Internal Dispute Resolution Procedure as presented, be 

adopted by West Itchenor Parish Council with immediate effect. 

 

97/18C Clerks Report. 
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 Local Plan Review 

Details of the District Council’s Local Plan Review had previously been circulated to 

Councillors. 

 

Cllr Taylor suggested at the January meeting she give a presentation on the preferred 

approach.  The points raised by Mr Barratt were all relevant but parishes cannot just 

say they don’t want further development because of the lack of infrastructure.  The 

District Council is concerned about not having up to date local plan by July 2020 as 

then housing figures would increase.  Government is going to revise its methodology 

for allocation of housing numbers and the results are due in the spring.  At the moment 

the District Council is still expecting to get the 40% cap.  There was concern that the 

District Council may lose the cap and then they will have speculative development.   

What factors would constitute evidence and would stand up to the Inspectors. 

 

Concern goes back to the issue that many houses already been built but infrastructure 

not being sorted.  It  was reported that the land between Donnington and Fishbourne 

roundabout will be developed including proposals for a link road. Referencing the 

HELAA there was discussion over the use of brownfield sites against greenfield sites. 

It was suggested there should be a strategy that says only build on brownfield sites. 

 

Cllr Taylor also highlighted the District Council’s Infrastructure Business Plan (IBP), a 

living document that is updated every year. It is in essence a shopping list of essential 

and/or highly desirable infrastructure items. Practically only essential items will be 

implemented. The latest IBP is out for consultation now. Section 106 funds from two 

developments for improvements to the Selsey Tram roundabout have an allocation for 

2020/21.  There was widespread concern that improvements for developments that 

had already taken place were not being given priority by the County Council. 

 

St Nicholas Churchyard 

A request has been received from the Parochial Church Council for a donation towards 

the upkeep of the churchyard.  It was RESOLVED that a donation of £300 be made. 

 

Resident’s correspondence 

A letter has been received from a resident who regularly mows the grass around the 

pond, requesting payment towards the costs of maintaining his lawnmower.  Payment 

was last made in May 2012. It was  RESOLVED that a payment of £347.60 be made. 

 

It was further agreed that the Parish Council should consider engaging a contractor to 

do this work.     

 

97/18C Finance. 

97.1 Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the year ended 31 March 2018. 

The notice of conclusion of audit has been completed and the papers are available 
on the website. 

 

97.2   External Auditor Report and certificate for the year ended 31 March 2018. 

The Clerk reported that the External Audit had been completed and there were no 

matters highlighted by the Auditor.   
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97.3   Draft budget for 2019/20 

A draft Budget was presented.  There was discussion on items within the budget 
headings particularly with regard to work on the Common, trees  and ditches.  It was 
agreed to budget for a contractor to undertake this work. 
The budget will be finalised at the January meeting. 

 

97.4   Schedule of Payments and Receipts 

RESOLVED that the payments listed in the Schedule of Payments and Receipts 

totalling £3857.89  be made. 

 

97.5  Statement of Accounts  

The statement of accounts up to 12 November 2018 was APPROVED and Cllr 
Colbourne duly signed of the bank statement and bank reconciliation. 

 

97/18C Items for referral to the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 14 January 2019. 

 Local Plan, succession planning, winter parking. 

 

97/18C Legal matters relating to the Common. 

 An update on the Common was given. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.39pm 

 

Signed________________________________ Date________________ 
Chairman 
 


