
West Itchenor Parish Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of West Itchenor Parish Council held on Monday 08 January 2018 in 
Itchenor Memorial Hall. 
 
Present:  Mr G Colbourne, Mr J Dunn, Mr C Mead-Briggs, Mr A Spencer (Chairman), 
   Mrs S Taylor, Mrs A Trevelyan, Mr C Watson 
 
In attendance: Mrs C Smith (Clerk), Mrs E Hamilton (CDC), Mr P Montyn (WSCC) 
   3 members of public 
 
The meeting commenced at 7pm. 
 

1/18C Chairman’s Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed his good wishes for 
the new year. 
 

2/18C Questions/comments from members of the public.  
A resident commented on the agenda item about parking on The Street and asked why 
has this come up. 
The resident was advised that this was because of traffic jams caused by cars parked 
on both sides of the road meaning that people can’t get past or turn around. 

   A resident suggested providing a notice discouraging people to park in The Street. 
A resident was against changes in the restrictions as this would be inconvenient for 
people who don’t have off street parking.  The retention of the disabled parking space 
was questioned.  The history relating to the space was understood but it was not 
needed now and this space was in an inconvenient place. 

 
A resident expressed concern about how words can change meaning of things adding 
that the wording in the November Minutes gives a different impression to what he felt 
was agreed at last meeting. That was that the Itchenor Society would work alongside 
the Parish Council. There was concern about the Itchenor Society undertaking a 
contract with no known liabilities. The understanding was that the Parish Council was  
taking the lead on the Rule 6 application with the Itchenor Society helping.  
It was explained that for the Rule 6 party the Parish Council was taking the lead but that 
the Itchenor Society had funds to support planning issues that affect the VDS. 

 
It was clarified that there were two stages, the first within 4 weeks would be to ask the 
Planning Inspector if the Parish Council can be a Rule 6 party, it would then have to 
submit statement of appeal.  The Parish Council has approved funding and will be 
doing this.  The next stage would be to ask villagers if they are interested in taking part 
by making a pledge. This is more easily done by the Itchenor Society than the Parish 
Council.  The Parish Council cannot take on an obligation where costs and funding are 
unknown.  It is hoped that the Parish Council and Itchenor Society would work together 
but progress to the second stage is dependent upon having pledges to support this. 
The Parish Council has no intention to lock the Itchenor Society into any contract. 

 
The resident stated that the inference in the Minutes did not represent the meeting that 
they attended. The resident was intending to complain to the Itchenor Society. 
 
There was further general discussion on the wording of the Minutes. It was reiterated 
that the point was that the Parish Council cannot undertake liability for appointing 
contracts. It was noted that the Itchenor Society had agreed to send a letter to residents 
about pledging. 

 
A suggestion was made to change in Minute 100/17C, last line of page 2, the word ‘will’ 
to ‘could’.   



 
3/18C District and County Councillor Reports on matters affecting the Parish. 

Mrs Hamilton (CDC) mentioned that the first cabinet meeting of the year would take 
place the following day and would determine matters to go to the full council meeting. 
There will be more discussion on recycling in an attempt to get to a rate of 50%, with 
the possibility of collecting food waste. 
The District Council is offering parishes £250 towards the cost of lighting beacons to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of first world war. 

 
Mrs Hamilton was asked about the West Sussex Gigabit project.  To what extent are 
local businesses able to join into this network. Is expenditure coming from the 
challenge fund?  There is a desperate need for proper broadband for businesses. On 
behalf of the business community it would be better for businesses to be connected to 
gigabit network. 

 
Mr Montyn (WSCC) gave an update on the A27. The working group had decided on a 
consultant who had now been appointed.  The intention is to hold another workshop 
meeting w/c 29 January 2018. Mr Montyn said things were still on target for the 
timetable as agreed. 
The County Council is still in the throws of budget planning. Full council has approved 
the proposed savings with budget approval due February.  Government announced 
recently an extra 1% increase would be allowed.  The County Council believes it should 
use this for community initiatives. 

 
Mr Montyn was asked what might happen if the Chinese decided not to take waste 
plastic bottles anymore. This would not affect this Local Authority as it does not sell 
waste/recyclables to China.  Although clearly this may affect other markets. 

 
A question was raised about the Green Offer (tools for use). Does the parish still get 
the usual three cuts per annum? 
This was confirmed and the Green Offer was aimed at additional work parishes may 
wish to undertake. 

  It was noted that there has been cleaning and repairs of road signs locally. 
 

4/18C Apologies for absence.  
 None. 
 
5/18C Declarations of Interest. 
 Cllr Watson declared an interest in Agenda Item 11 Speed Limits. 
  
6/18C Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 November 2017. 

The Chairman called for the approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 
on 13 November 2017.  A proposal was made that in the last line of page 2 (Minute 
100/17C) that the word ‘will’ be changed to read ‘could’. It was then RESOLVED that 
the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 13 November 2017 be confirmed as a 
true and correct record of the meeting, subject the change recommended, and they be 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
7/18C Matters arising from the minutes of 13 November 2017. 
 None Raised. 
 
8/18C Minutes of Planning Committee meetings of 30 October, 13 November and 11  

 December 2017. 
 The Minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 30 October, 13 November and 11  
 December 2017 were noted. 



It was noted that the Parish Council had supported the applicant’s appeal for Owl and 
Pheasant Cottage. 
Further communications were ongoing with Enforcement and the owner of Northshore 
to finish clearing up the boat moulds. 

 
9/18C Environment Working party update. 

A report from the Environment Working Party was submitted and is appended to these 
Minutes 
Cllr Dunn reported that it had been necessary to start again with quotes for dredging. 
The road culverts survey has arrived and is quite substantial. Cllr Dunn will provide a 
precis and circulate. £4500 of Operation Watershed funds are for this. 
Regarding the sea wall photos show it was overtopped last week.  It was suggested the 
Parish Council write to the County Council to ask them to take action. There remains a 
big question mark about what happens next as no residents have come forward 
regarding the management of rife. 
 
The sea wall is an asset of the Environment Agency (EA). They were supposed to hand 
it over to the County Council in good condition but there was concern that this was not 
the case.   
Mr Montyn had sent an email to Gordon Wilson EA for comments and had discussed 
with County Council Officers, the sea wall remains the EA responsibility. 
Mr Montyn had advised that the Parish Council should receive an invitation from the 
County Council to a meeting with Matt Davies, Director. 
It was suggested that the Parish Council uses drone footage of the wall at low and high 
tide that could be sent to Gordon Wilson. It was agreed that the cost of this would be 
met from Parish Council reserves. 
In further discussion it was asked, is the concern water overtopping the wall or water 
eroding the wall. If sea water comes over in enough quantity then it will erode the wall 
and will not be repairable.  There is a need to be clear what the problem is, that is to 
concentrate on the damage to the wall by water over topping rather than the quantity of 
water involved.  Dips in wall have been caused by the wall being overtopped before.  
This will only get worse. 
 
It was noted that the recent flood alerts had been the first time the EA has advised that 
flooding is expected rather than possible and the day of notification was not the day of 
highest expected tides. 
  
The Parish Council was asked to consider a proposal that it makes an annual donation 
to the Manhood Wetlands and Wildlife Trust (Jane Reeve) for their services each 
month in managing the Pond.  The extent of the groups work had been highlighted in its 
latest newsletter where it had given thanks to organisations donating funds and it was 
suggested that the village gets about 10 visits a year form the group.  A donation on an 
annual basis would help support these visits. 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council makes a donation of £1000 this financial 
year and a further £1000 in the next financial year and that this donation be reviewed 
annually within the budget. 
 

10/18C Parking restrictions in the village. 
Parking restrictions along The Street have been raised before. To change restrictions 
requires Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and there will be a cost involved. The Parish 
Council was asked whether it would be sensible to have the current restrictions all year 
round. It was noted that the Conservancy car park was open all year round. In addition, 
the car park could perhaps have a flat rate in the winter.  There remains concern about 
emergency access.    

 



Mr Montyn volunteered to talk to the Conservancy about allowing a flat rate in the 
winter to encourage greater use. If the Parish Council agrees to pursue this then an 
informal consultation would take place first.  Any TRO would be advertised in the paper. 
A question was raised as to whether it was possible for residents to be able to park    
outside their houses? An extension of the existing regulations would not allow this. 

 
There followed some discussion on previously discussed options such as double yellow 
lines.  A previous consultation with residents had resulted in no clear consensus. Other 
suggestions included parking only on the east side of the street or one hour parking. 

 
It was suggested that the choices amounted to extending the current arrangements all 
year round or making no changes. There are now more vehicles using The Street and 
these vehicles are bigger.  The road cannot be widened and there is a pinch point 
outside the pink cottages where the road is quite narrow.  Parking on both sides makes 
part of the road inaccessible. It was noted that the shipyard was now more active and 
earlier in the year a low loader took over half an hour the get out due to the parked cars 
on both sides of the road. 

 
It was suggested that the Parish Council should have discussions with a parking 
engineer to discuss all of the issues before committing to this project.  

  
It was agreed to take up the suggestion to meet with a parking engineer, Mr Montyn 
had agreed to facilitate this. 

 
11/18C Speed limits within the village. 

The speed limit project was sidelined when Greg Ockwell (WSCC) moved to different 
project.  The Chairman as spoken to Chris Dye (WSCC) and obtained the speed limit 
policy document from him as well as map for the speed limits.  A further meeting also 
took place with Mike Dare (WSCC) who has agreed to replace all of the damaged road 
signs this year.  The question was raised as to whether the Parish Council wished to 
pursue the 20mph speed limit in the village. 

 
It was reported that there were now a lot of vulnerable road users with the south downs 
coastal path opening and an increasing number of pedestrians and cyclists using the 
Salterns Way.  The proposed 20mph limit would start at Badger Barn and continue all 
the way to the Hard.  The project started back in July 2014 but questions were raised 
about the cost as the Parish Council had been advised the cost of undertaking the TRO 
would be in the region of £10,000. It was pointed out at the time that the residents of 
the city of Chichester had obtained a 20mph speed limit but had not had to contribute to 
the costs. There are currently a number of similar TRO’s being considered at the 
moment and none of these are as expensive. 
 
As yet there have been no accidents or fatalities but this may happen. 
A query was raised as to why the Badger Barn was the start of the limit and not 
Chalkdock Lane or even the entire length of the Salterns Way. It was explained that 
there was significant speeding in the more open part of the road and as such it would 
be impossible to get the limit approved beyond the area of the barns. 

 
It was RESOLVED to take the necessary steps to request a TRO to reduce the speed 
limit in the village to 20mph from the Badger Barn down to the Hard. 

 
12/18C Community Assets 

This item has been on hold whilst changes at the pub were taking place. The question 
of listing the field adjacent to the church was raised although it was agreed that the 
owners should be contacted first. 



The Clerk suggested that the Parish Council talk to both East Wittering and West 
Wittering Parish Councils who both had experiences of dealing with pubs being listed 
as assets of community value. 
After some discussion it was agreed to consider listing as assets the field adjacent to 
the church, the pub, the sailing club and the village hall. 
It was noted that Earnley Parish Council also had some experience in dealing with 
listed assets. 
 
It was agreed to make contact with neighbouring councils to seek advice. 

 
13/18C Old Haven 

No start date for the appeal has been advised yet.  Once a start date has been given 
Rule 6 status will be requested. Agreement is not guaranteed but likely.    

 
Cllr Taylor made her apologies and left the meeting. 
 
14/18C Verges 

It was reported that there had been a misunderstanding of the community green offer. 
The Chairman had been under impression that WSCC won’t undertake any work on the 
verges but this not the case. WSCC is keen to help with any equipment needed but will 
also advise on traffic management for areas. 

 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would not take on a contractor to do any extra 
work.  

 
It was reported that the last flow Friday had been cancelled but the previous one had 
been better attended. 

 
15/18C Clerks Report. 
 A27 Update 

WSCC has awarded the contract to develop a plan for the A27 to SYSTRA. 
SYSTRA Ltd has a long-established pedigree of developing innovative transport 
strategies, identifying options and understanding sifting and scheme assessments, 
forecasting transport demand and producing economic forecasts, ultimately to drive 
stakeholder engagement which leads onto business case development and scheme 
delivery.   
 
WW 1 Centenary Commemorations 
The Royal British Legion is inviting Parish Councils to sponsor a ‘Silent Soldier’, to 
commemorate the 100 year anniversary to mark the end of the First World War. The 
cost of a soldier is £250. There was some discussion on where such a monument 
would go.  It was agreed to bring this back to the next meeting. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
The Clerk reminded Councillors for the requirement to hold an Annual Parish Meeting 
for the electors of the parish and suggested that Councillors consider a date and 
content for the meeting.  
The date was set as Friday 6 April providing the hall was available.  Items suggested 
included; parking restrictions, the proposed 20mph speed limit, the sailing club and the 
Brilliant Gin company. 
Final arrangements would be confirmed at the March meeting. 

 
16/18C Finance. 
13.1  Clerk’s training programme for 2018/19 

The Clerk had circulated a list of training events available throughout the year. 
Permission was sought to attend events where the content may be of appropriate use. 



RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to book any of the training courses on the list 
where there was appropriate content. 
 

13.2 2018/19 budget 
The budget was amended to reflect the additional funding for the Manhood Wetlands 
and Wildlife Trust. It was RESOLVED that the budget for 2018/19 be approved. 

 
13.3  Precept for 2018/19 

Details on how the tax base impacted on the Precept and ultimately residents Council 
tax were given. It was proposed that a small rise in the Precept be affected.  This would 
raise the Band D equivalent from £51.98 to £54.58 for the year. 
RESOLVED that the Precept for 2018/19 be set at £23,573.22. 

 
13.4 Schedule of Payments and Receipts 

On a proposal by the Chairman it was RESOLVED that the payments listed in the 
schedule of payments and receipts totalling £ 2079.76 be made. 

 
13.5  Statement of Accounts  

The Statement of Accounts up to the 1 January 2018 was APPROVED.   
 
17/18C Items for referral to the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 12 March 2018. 

Annual Parish Meeting, Parking restrictions, assets of community value, the Royal 
British Legion Silent Soldier memorial, tree surgery in the village. 

  
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is 
advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are 
instructed to withdraw.  
Members of the public, Mr Montyn and Mrs Hamilton left the meeting at 8.37pm  
 
18/18C Legal matters relating to the Common.  

An update on matters relating to the Common was given and the Clerk was asked to 
make a follow up enquiry. 
 
The Clerk was asked to check what the Parish Council powers were under the 
Commons Act 2006. 

 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.07pm 

 
 

Signed________________________________ Date________________ 
Chairman 
 

 
 


