
West Itchenor Parish Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of West Itchenor Parish Council held on Monday 9 July 2018 in Itchenor 
Memorial Hall. 

 
Present:  Mr G Colbourne, Mr J Dunn, Mr C Mead-Briggs, Mr A Spencer (Chairman) 
   Mrs S Taylor, Mrs A Trevelyan, Mr C Watson 
 
In attendance: Mrs C Smith (Clerk), Mr G Barrett (CDC), Mrs E Hamilton (CDC),  

Mr P Montyn (WSCC), 6 members of public 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.01pm. 
 
64/18C Chairman’s Welcome. 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. He acknowledged that people may 
be present because of the item on Parking and explained that this item had been 
moved up the agenda. 

 
65/18C Questions/comments from members of the public.  

A resident asked whether it was possible to have a mirror near the fork in the road to 
enable visibility.  It was reported there was a tree outside the hedge at this point that 
was obscuring the view of the road.  The Chairman agreed to go and view the 
problem. 

 
66/18C District and County Councillor reports on matters affecting the Parish. 

Mr Montyn (WSCC) reported that there had been a change of Chairman at the 
Conservancy, this now being Jeremy Hunt (WSCC).  On behalf of the Conservancy, 
Richard Craven had asked the District Council what action it was taking regarding the 
Travellers in Birdham as the expiry for the enforcement was imminent. Shona Archer 
had responded and it was noted that two of the families had recently put in a planning 
application for a site in Sidlesham.  
Michael Gove MP has announced a review of AONB and National Parks to explore 
how access to these landscapes can be improved, how those who live and work in 
them can be better supported, and their role in growing the rural economy.  WSCC will 
be pressing for AONB’s to become a Statutory Planning Consultee. 

 
Mr Montyn was asked about the County Council’s position regarding the Systra report, 
debated in June.  The Chichester Observer had issued an apology as the majority of 
respondents to the questionnaire in the paper favoured options for a southern route 
not as had previously been reported a northern route.  As Systra had audited the 
questionnaires what action was the County Council intending to take on this? 
Mr Montyn replied that the County Council Select Committee, based on reports from 
both Systra and its Officers had suggested that only one route should be put forward 
and that this should be the northern option. The Cabinet member responsible for 
highways had put forward that the County Council’s preferred option would be a new 
northern route, adding that a southern route would be a reasonable alternative. 

 
Mr Barrett reported that Shona Archer (CDC – Enforcement Manager) had been 
requested to attend the next CDC Planning Committee to explain what action was 
being taken with the Travellers site. 

  
Mr Barrett spoke about issues on the Manhood Peninsula.  He had spoken to Gillian 
Keegan (MP) and at her suggestion had compiled a list of ongoing issues.  This had 
been circulated to parishes for comment and subsequently had been refined.  It was 
hoped to send this paper to Gillian Keegan at the end of the week. 



A question was asked about the Parish Council being excluded from a meeting for 
parishes on Peninsula.  Mr Barrett did not know anything about this but wondered 
whether it might have related to the STOMP (Sustainable Tourism on the Manhood 
Peninsula) meetings. This had been taken up by Selsey Town Council as a result of 
work being carried out by Chichester University.  Parishes had agreed to write a green 
mission statement that would encourage visitors to come and stay rather than 
continually undertake day visits.  It had been suggested that a leaflet be produced 
advertising the places to visit on the Peninsula.    

 
67/18C Apologies for absence.  
 None. 
 
68/18C Declarations of Interest. 

Cllr Colbourne, Cllr Mead-Briggs, Cllr Spencer and Cllr Taylor declared a personal 
interest in Agenda Item 9 Parking as residents within the existing parking restrictions 
zone. 

 
69/18C Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 14 May 2018. 

The Chairman called for the approval of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting held on 14 May 2018. It was RESOLVED that the Minutes as presented be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting and they be signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
70/18C Matters arising from the minutes of 14 May 2018. 
70.1 Silent Soldier memorial 

A request to place a Silent Soldier memorial within the churchyard had not met with a 
positive reaction. It was agreed that the Parish Council would not pursue this any 
further. 

 
70.2 Policies 

The Clerk and Chairman had started the process of collating a list of policies that the 
Parish Council should have in place and these would be presented at meetings over 
the next few months. 
 

70.3  Min 54/18C – Sussex Speedwatch.  Cllr Watson has been in touch with PCSO Jason 
Lemm and was waiting to see which sites will be approved for use.  
 

71/18C Minutes of Planning Committee meetings of 12 March, 8 May and 4 June 2018. 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12 March, 8 May and 4 
June 2018 were NOTED. 
It was reported that the appeal for Old Haven would probably take the form of a 
hearing, but no formal notification had been received yet. 
A further enforcement notice had been issued for Northshore effective from 31 July 
2018 with compliance within six months. 
 

72/18C Parking in Itchenor 
Photographs showing the difficulties with access along The Street during the off 
season were displayed. It was recalled that the Royal mail van had been stuck for over 
15 minutes once whilst having a discussion with another vehicle about who was going 
to give way.  It was noted that the successful argument relating to an historic planning 
application at Northshore was largely down to the safety issues on the road. 
 
A number of issues were raised by residents, these included; 

• Advice had previously been given that double yellow lines would not be 
allowed, but these were clearly present in other villages. 



• Could the Parish Council look at removing the disabled parking space as 
vehicles with disabled parking permits could park anywhere. 

• An objection was raised to losing parking outside residents’ properties in the off 
season.  Could residents parking permits be introduced? 

• It was felt that Residents only parking along The Street would not be abused by 
visitors. 

• There was concern that vehicles parking on the single yellow lines caused an 
issue for vehicles delivering to the pub. These vehicles were parking out in the 
road or in front of driveways causing an obstruction. 

• Was it possible to create a turning circle at the Hard as when it was high tide it 
was impossible for cars to turn around. 

• It was commented on that Chichester has residents parking zones so it should 
be possible in other places. 

 
In response to some of the points raised the County Councillor and District 
Councillors gave the following advice. 

• It will have taken around 12 months for the parking restrictions in the centre of 
West Wittering to be completed and furthermore the Parish Council will be 
paying for the work to be carried out. 

• The County Council would not countenance provision for residents parking in 
the village.  Although provision is available in Chichester it is not available in 
any of the surrounding towns or villages. 

• The issue of parking provision within the Conservancy car park had been raised 
with the Harbour Master.  Although the initial response with the Parish Council 
had not been encouraging he was open to further discussion. 

  
The Parish Council reviewed the comments made.  It was noted that the current 
summer restrictions did not allow parking between 8am and 6pm.  It was felt that in the 
summer enforcement officers did not appear much before 10am on days they were in 
the village. The situation regards access and parking was not going to improve in the 
longer term.  It was agreed that a further approach should be made via the Harbour 
Master to provide cheaper/free parking to residents during the winter months to ensure 
that all residents were able to park during the day without incurring unreasonable 
charges.  It was also noted that the restrictions did not stop residents from unloading 
outside their properties at any time.  It was noted that more than half the village did not 
live in The Street, there was some concern that all year round restrictions could 
penalise a lot of residents. 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would first make arrangements to have a 
discussion with the Harbour Master on providing a concession to residents using the 
Conservancy car park.  Only if this was possible would the Parish Council consider an 
application to change the existing parking restrictions to all year round in addition to 
any other suitable engineering arrangements put forward by the Highways Engineers. 
 
It was also agreed to make changes to the current signage so that the car park sign 
was clearly visible from the main road. 

 
6 members of public left meeting 
 
73/18C Environment Working party update and approval of recommendations. 
73.1 Meeting with the Environment Agency 
 The Chairman met with the Environment Agency (EA) and representatives from CDC 

The sea wall is due for its annual inspection and he will be advised when this done.  
Undergrowth along the wall needs clearing and the EA has taken this on board. 
The ditch was also mentioned, vegetation has been taken out but the ditch has not yet 
been lowered, so this will be taken up again with Kevin Macknay. 



 
The Chairman confirmed he had asked about the works the EA had done on the sea 
wall.  It appeared that this was simply topping up the gravel on the top of the wall.  The 
EA had not raised the height of the wall or maintained it either, in contrast to 
information at the EA meeting.   Mr Montyn asked to be informed when the EA were 
due to undertake their annual inspection. 

 
73.2 Environment report 

The owner of Upper House has offered his fields for spreading the silt arising from the 
dredging of the pond.  This has reawakened interest from two contractors who are due 
to revisit and quote for the work.  Once the quotes have been received a further 
application will be made for Operation Watershed funding. 

 
Preparations are complete to the ditches either side of the Itchenor Road next to Pond 
Cottage and Martlett Cottage.  Landbuild will be quoting to return with the jetting team 
to complete the survey in this area and trace the downstream culvert from there to 
Thatch Cottage.  This should then provide complete information linking the earlier 
survey from Corner Cottage. 

 
The next SWISH meeting has been rescheduled for September due to the slow 
mapping exercise. 

 
Resident’s interest in the pond has grown in proportion to the weeds that have 
appeared in the newly exposed silt bed. Because of weather and lowering of the water 
levels everything has grown like mad.  It was also reported that the increase in 
vegetation was as a result of trees having been felled, letting in more light for 
herbaceous plant growth.  There were volunteers working yesterday and they 'tagged, 
another 100 trees, (200 so far - about half).  Along with the metal tag the tree is 
identified, measured at girth and height and given a GPS location.  This tagging will 
generate a map and enable us to 'manage' the removal and coppicing of further trees. 
 
It was reported that that there had been an offer of a digger crew to redefine the 
stream upstream of Chalkdock Lane. Issues were highlighted with the way the 
surrounding fields were being farmed which was adding to the drainage issues. 

   
The ongoing enforcement issues had not yet been resolved although both properties 
had received letters from WSCC and the EA requesting the opening up of the ditch. 
The issue related to concrete foundations being a meter too high. The Chairman 
agreed to raise this issue again with Kevin Macknay. 

 
Cllr Watson announced the next Flow Friday group would take place on 3 August 2018 
He would stir up some support to tidy up the vegetation along the front of the pond. 

 
A vote of thanks was given to Cllr Watson for his comprehensive response to a 
resident’s comments. 

 
Mr Montyn left the meeting. 
 
74/18C Reports from external meetings attended by Councillors 
74.1 Local Plan briefing at Chichester District Council. 

Cllr Mead-Briggs had attended the Local Plan briefing in June and had provided a 
report which had been circulated. 
Cllr Taylor advised that government were assessing housing based on new 
methodology which takes into account the ratio of house prices to wages.  Using this 
methodology the housing numbers for the peninsula were 723 not 609. The anomaly 
had arisen as the current Local Plan was less than five years old and therefore the 



housing numbers were capped. Once the Local Plan is out of date the figure 
increases.  If the revised Local Plan has been submitted for examination by the five 
year point it is hoped that the cap would remain in place. 

 
A question was raised as to whether planning consents made some years ago had 
actually resulted in developments being built. Cllr Taylor confirmed that she had 
requested this information from Planning Officers.  She also highlighted the Letwin 
Report on housing deliverability due shortly. Government was proposing a new 
deliverability test alongside the National Planning Policy Framework.  Councils were 
objecting to the deliverability test as they would have no control over whether 
developers would or could actually build houses where permission had been granted. 
It was also noted that the National park was having difficulty fulfilling its housing 
obligations and had asked Chichester District Council to take back some of its housing 
allocations. 

 
74.2 Manhood Peninsula Forum 

The Sustainable Tourism on the Manhood Peninsula (STOMP) project, led by the 
University of Chichester, had been widely promoted by Selsey Town Council.  It had 
been proposed that a Manhood wide committee be set up to support this project. The 
key aim was to highlight all the attractions on the Peninsula.   The next meeting of the 
STOMP group was scheduled for 26 September and Cllr Watson agreed to attend. 

   
Cllr Colbourne had also attended a meeting in Boxgrove where the Police 
Commissioner had been present.  A common frustration for parishes was speeding 
through villages. 

 
Mrs Hamilton and Mr Barrett left the meeting. 
 
75/18C Assets of Community Value. 

It was noted that Cllr Colbourne had agree to draft a letter to the relevant venues 
identified. 

 
76/18C Litter - keeping the village tidy. 

Cllr Taylor had requested this as an agenda Item.  She expressed concern at the 
amount of litter accumulating on the Itchenor Road just beyond the parish boundary. It 
was noted too that the newly exposed ditch opposite Greenleas was now getting full of 
rubbish.   It was suggested that a working party was formed to clear the rubbish, 
equipment being available from CDC.  
A question was raised as to why the Parish Council should not pay someone to collect 
the litter?    
It was put that the Parish Council should ask residents to help in the first instance. As 
the problem identified on the Itchenor Road was actually in the parish of West 
Wittering it was suggested that the Parish Council write to West Wittering Parish 
Council and ask them to take action. 
 
Consideration was also given to using the Community payback teams and the Clerk 
was requested to make appropriate enquiries. 

 
77/18C Clerks Report. 

The Clerks holiday dates were circulated and it was agreed that calls and emails 
would be redirected to Cllr Dunn during this time. 
The Clerk reported that the grass cutting contractors had stated that cutting the grass 
on the common was becoming increasingly difficult due to overhanging trees and 
vegetation. It was noted that the Parish Council would now need to wait until October 
to carry out any cutting back. It was agreed to look at getting quotes to do this and this 
would go onto the September meeting agenda.  



 
 
78/18C Finance. 
78.1   Schedule of Payments and Receipts 

RESOLVED that the payments listed in the schedule of payments and receipts 
totalling £2,823.50 be made.   

 
78.2   Statement of Accounts  

The statement of accounts up to 1 July 2018 was APPROVED and Cllr Dunn duly 
signed off the bank statement and bank reconciliation.   

 
On a proposal from Cllr Colbourne it was agreed to re-designate the Speed limit 
reserves to parking restrictions. 

 
79/18C Items for referral to the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 10 September 2018. 
 Community assets 
 Parking  
 Tree and hedge cutting on the common. 
 Quotes for dredging 
 
 
80/18C Legal matters relating to the Common. 

An update on the common was given.  It was agreed to make a formal decision on 
taking ownership of the common at the September meeting. 

 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 
 
 
Signed________________________________ Date________________ 
Chairman 


