
West Itchenor Parish Council Meeting – 10/09/2018 1 

West Itchenor Parish Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of West Itchenor Parish Council held on Monday 10 September 2018 in 
Itchenor Memorial Hall. 
 
Present:  Mr G Colbourne, Mr J Dunn, Mr C Mead-Briggs, Mr A Spencer (Chairman) 
   Mr C Watson 
 
In attendance: Mrs C Smith (Clerk), 1 member of public. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7pm. 

 

81/18C Chairman’s Welcome 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
82/18C Questions/comments from members of the public.  

A resident raised concerns about the rife going down to the sea wall.  Clearance work 
has been undertaken from the pond to the boundary of his property, material that has 
been taken out has been spread across the bottom of the garden.  The rife will not flow 
beyond his property as it is blocked with overgrowth.  The resident asked the Parish 
Council what action it was going to take.  The resident understood that residents had 
riparian obligations but this was not being done. The residents suggested that work on 
the pond would be a waste of time until the rife is cleared. 

 
The Chairman advised that WSCC need to be approached as they are the lead flood 
authority.  The Environment Agency (EA) need to take enforcement action in 
conjunction with WSCC as the lead flood authority.   The resident suggested that there 
was a danger now if the village experienced heavy flooding as the rife is blocked along 
the route.  
The EA has written to everyone explaining their riparian obligations.  However some 
residents are not co-operating.  The rife was last cleared properly about 15 years ago.  

 
The Parish Council has no enforcement powers, it can only ask the appropriate 
authority to take action. At the last parish meeting, it put forward an idea that it would 
take control and charge affected residents by the linear metre.  This was not received 
well by those present at the meeting.   The Parish Council also asked if people wanted 
a co-ordinating body to oversee any work and asked for volunteers to be part of this 
group but no volunteers came forward. 

 
Further discussion took place on the issues surrounding the clearance of the 
overgrown vegetation and silting up of the rife. It was noted that matters were 
complicated in that those who are experienced have differing views on what should be 
done.  It was suggested that the Parish Council sought a quote to establish the costs. 
It was noted that the interests of Itchenor residents were not helped by the fact that the 
village had been removed from the Manhood Water Management Plan.  The last two 
Manhood Peninsula Surface Water Issues and Solutions Group (SWISh) meetings 
had been cancelled and the group has started to prioritise other areas. 

 
It was agreed that the outcome of serious flooding outweighs anything else. A 
workshop was suggested for those affected residents, to discuss the way 
management of the rife should be undertaken.  A suggestion was made that the only 
viable solution would be to put in a temporary road along the side of the rife and the 
bank up the spoils against the back of the sea wall. 
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It was suggested that the Parish Council seek two quotes; one to have the spoil 
spread across the bottom of resident’s gardens, the other to take all the spoils away. 
It was agreed that the Chairman would approach a contractor for a quote for this work. 
As the immediate responsibility for enforcing any work lies with Dominic Henly at the 
District Council, it was agreed that the Chairman would approach him. 

 
The member of public left the meeting at 7.36pm 
 
83/18C District and County Councillor reports.   

Both the District Councillors and the County Councillor had sent their apologies for the 
meeting.  Mr Barratt (CDC) had sent an update on the ‘Issues on the Peninsula’ paper 
he had discussed with officers at the District Council.  This was circulated to 
Councillors. Thanks were expressed to Mr Barratt for his continuing following up of the 
issues 

 
84/18C Apologies for absence.  
 Apologies had been received and were accepted from Cllr Taylor and Cllr Trevelyan. 
 
85/18C Declarations of Interest.  

Cllr Mead-Briggs declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 9 as a nearby resident.  
Cllr Dunn declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 16 as a resident with property 
bordering the common. 
Cllr Colbourne had declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 1 as a resident whose 
property borders the rife. 

 
86/18C Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 July 2018. 

The Chairman called for the approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on 9 July 2018.  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes as presented be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of the meeting and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

 
87/18C Matters arising from the minutes of 9 July 2018. 
 Community payback teams – litter collection 

The Clerk confirmed she had made contact with the team but had not yet received a 
response.   

 
 Tree outside Corner Cottage.   

This was still to be looked at.  It was agreed that some trimming away of the lower 
branches may aid visibility. 

 
 Parking on The Street 

It was suggested that a working party be formed to move this forward. Some previous 
comments were worthwhile. The working party would consist of Cllr Spencer and Cllr 
Mead-Briggs.   

 
88/18C Minutes of Planning Committee meetings held on 2 July and 6 August 2018. 

The Minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 2 July and 6 August 2018 were 
NOTED.  
 

89/18C Old Haven Appeal. 
The Parish Council has received official notification that the appeal will be in form of a 
hearing.  This will take place over one or two days in November.  No Rule 6 status is 
available as this will be an informal hearing.  Once all the paperwork had been 
received from Chichester District Council and the Appellant, the Inspector will draw out 
a series of topics he/she will want more evidence on from both parties.  The Inspector 
will listen to both sides on the questions posed.  At the hearing local people can be 
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asked if they want to say something.  It was suggested that the Parish Council seek 
formal status for the Parish to enable the Parish Council to co-ordinate responses to 
questions raised.  This should avoid repetition and should appeal to the Inspector. 
The Parish Council was warned to expect  the Appellant to make as much of this as he 
can and that he may well come with a team of people.  It was noted that from previous 
appeal hearings locally, having the Parish Council make representation would make a 
difference to the Inspector.   A meeting with the Planning Officer at the District Council 
was being planned.  

 
A proposal was made that the Parish Council write to the Planning Inspectorate 
requesting formal status to act as a co-ordinated body in village.    
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council make a formal request to appear as a 
formal party at the hearing in November. 

 
It was also noted that the planning objection made by the Parish Council was very 
thorough although the significance of Section 215 notice will not be known by the 
Inspector unless brought to his attention. It was RESOLVED that an additional letter 
outlining the background to the Section 215 notice be submitted. 
 
A suggestion as made that the appeal hearing should be located at the Itchenor 
Memorial Hall.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Planning Officer to offer 
use of the hall. 

 
90/18C Environment Working party update and approval of recommendations. 
 Cutting back of trees and hedging on the common. 

A review took place of the areas that require work, cutting back of hedging and 
problem trees.  This was more than can be done by a working party.  The cutting back 
should take place in the winter months with the Parish Council giving residents notice 
that this is happening and why.   It was agreed that Cllr Dunn would ask for a quote 
from a local farmer. 

   
 Quotations for dredging the pond. 

Obtaining quotes for dredging the pond had been a struggle but one had now been 
received for £41,553.  This includes tipping at a local site in Itchenor and removing the 
island, although it does require further details for the special measures expected 
around the bank. 

 
The Parish Council had also held back from approaching the Woodger Trust for 
funding to sort out the broken Willow at the pond as there had been an expectation 
that the Parish Council would be looking for additional funding. The Parish Council 
now needed to agree a strategy to raise the funds for the dredging work. 

 
Cllr Dunn had been contacted by the owner of the Black Bungalow, they will be 
digging out the ditch along the property shortly, taking it back down to the correct level. 
Advice was being sought on spreading the spoils on the verge around the corner. 

  
It was noted that there was one year left on the lease from the Woodger Trust on part 
of the pond and that this should be resolved before any work was agreed on dredging 
the pond.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should consider engaging the services 
of a contractor to maintain the area around the pond, the verges and the common and 
that this should be put into the budget for next year. 

 
There was discussion on the willow tree on the bank of the pond.  There was some 
concern that if the broken limb was removed it might render the tree unstable. It was 
agreed that the Clerk would write to the Agent for the Woodger Trust requesting the 



West Itchenor Parish Council Meeting – 10/09/2018 4 

tree be removed for safety reasons. It was agreed that if there had been no response 
to the request within ten days then the Parish Council would arrange for the tree to be 
removed. 

 
  Other issues 

The second survey has been completed, jetting and reporting of the condition of the 
culverts condition between Greenleas and Little Court along the east side of the 
Itchenor Road.  Once received the report will be reviewed and copied to WSCC 
highways and then added to the Parish Council’s village mapping document.  

 
  
91/18C Reports from external meetings attended by Councillors 
91.1 Local Plan briefing at Chichester District Council. 

A report on the meeting with Chichester District Council had been previously 
circulated.  Chichester has been given an additional 300 houses a year with no option 
to say no. There is no allocation in West Itchenor. The District Council has to produce 
a Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) to show that it is 
actively trying to find land for homes. 

 
92/18C Assets of Community Value. 
 No further action to report. 
 
93/18C Clerks Report. 
 CDC – All Parishes meeting 

The next All Parishes Meeting will be on the evening of Monday 8 October 2018 at 
East Pallant House, Chichester. The start time is scheduled for 7.00 pm, with a buffet 
available from 6.00 pm.  Two Councillors are invited to attend, with the Agenda due 
out shortly. Cllr Watson and Cllr Spencer agreed to attend. 

 
 Peninsula Forum Meeting 

The next Peninsula Forum Meeting takes place on Monday 24 September 2018 at The 
Selsey Centre starting at 7pm.  Agenda Items include the Community Infrastructure 
Levey and Social Prescribing. Cllr Watson and Cllr Mead-Briggs agreed to attend. 

 
 Sussex Police Talk 

PCSO Richard Moorey has been making contact with groups in West Sussex offering 
a presentation to in relation to scams and fraud.  This is a presentation about Scams 
and Rouge Traders, it will take between 45 mins to 1 hour (could be slightly longer if 
there are a lot of questions).  He will talk about a number of the most prevalent scams 
these being courier fraud, computer fraud and investment fraud and will then talk 
about door to door rouge traders, how to get rid of them and a short input on trading 
standards. 
Finally there is a short DVD of approximately 10 minutes giving real life examples of 
victims of fraud. At the end of the presentation he will give out scam books to the 
attendee’s  along with door stickers which will put off any cold caller who comes 
knocking. 

  
 Chichester Harbour Management Plan (2019-2024) 
 The Management Plan guides how we all use and look after Chichester Harbour. 

 The consultation draft of the next Management Plan is now finished and the PDF can 
be downloaded from this link, along with a summary document listing the main 
changes from the current Plan.  

 http://www.conservancy.co.uk/page/management-plan 
  
 The public consultation has started, closing at 0900 on 15 October 2018. 

http://www.conservancy.co.uk/page/management-plan
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People can respond by writing, emailing or telephoning the Harbour Office, or 
completing this form here:  http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/chichesterharbourmp 

  Feedback is been sought on the plan.  It was agreed to add this to the website. 
 
 CDC – Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 

The Council has produced the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 
(HELAA) which identifies sites that may have the potential to accommodate future 
housing and economic development and has finalised the HELAA Methodology which 
sets out how sites have been assessed.   
The HELAA forms a key component of the evidence base which informs the 
preparation of the Chichester Local Plan Review. The purpose of the HELAA is to 
identify a future supply of land which is suitable, available and achievable for housing 
and economic development (such as employment, retail and leisure) over the plan 
period.  
The HELAA Report, the Methodology, and the Schedule of Comments received during 
consultation on the Methodology is available to view on the Council’s 
website: http://www.chichester.gov.uk/article/29759/Housing-and-Economic-Land-
Availability-Assessment 

 
 West Sussex Association of Local Councils 

The AGM takes place on Thursday 4 October 2018 and will be followed by a 
conference. The Clerk was asked to send apologies for the AGM as no-one was able 
to attend. 

 
 Clerks training 6 November 2018 
 The Clerk sought approval to attend the Clerks networking day, this was agreed. 
 
94/18C Finance. 
94.1  Schedule of Payments and Receipts 

RESOLVED that the payments listed in the Schedule of Payments and Receipts 
totalling £3,680.76 be made.  It was noted that the payment of £1980.00 for the ditch 
work would use up the remaining Operation Watershed funding of £1429.20 and the 
shortfall would be met from the ditch clearance work budget. 

 
94.2   Statement of Accounts  

The statement of accounts up to 10 September 2018 was APPROVED and Cllr 
Colbourne duly signed of the bank statement and bank reconciliation. 

 
95/18C Items for referral to the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 12 November 2018. 
 Polices 
 Old Haven – update on the appeal. 
 
96/18C Legal matters relating to the Common 

A brief update was given. 
 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.11 pm. 
 

  
Signed________________________________ Date________________ 
Chairman 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/chichesterharbourmp
https://u6693381.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=miz6MGX2-2FD508MGjiurCacKZ6LyPWw7dOUW8Ug1NEBeDeBHNCMys-2Fm53ZIChQ-2FmidGXb3YlRl1CLVhujZfr3WN-2FS5Uz1FytUcFh5XU3MZWSo-2BXmH3wZgNqU-2BzYyrEH4oz7gt6qy6wHwOdpjl2B9pIQ-3D-3D_-2FHcygdQsO-2B8eCA6Df45irVuVCg58WeQeAU3pyHCEAK6zUJvaghXRvWC-2BTbuCZFaGyxFyfX2q8ZyyBhyykoTK17dqbV0l3vSWDKCtn2Hagg68QRFeag5noaLoJAz6xkQFoN5SU0bK6wN8bkKeJ3s0RypUO9qEGXu-2FGdYiVugBulNGKHCziCxueSORsESl8w4rub3xdxxljh9bCZhiJclmQBfcq1SocyMeQJAw-2BQ-2BF3DXVOuhM5-2BFTaiux6knDDYjB
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