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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in Itchenor Memorial Hall on Friday 22nd March 2019 
at 6pm, chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
Present:  Councillors: Mr A Spencer (Chairman), Mr C Mead-Briggs, Mr J Dunn,  

Mrs A Trevelyan, Mr LKeep  
Residents: 35 Residents 
Guests: Neil Hart (Commodore - Itchenor Sailing Club)   

 
1. Chairman’s Introduction. 
 Cllr Spencer welcomed everyone to the meeting and outlined the evening’s programme. 
 
2. Guest Speaker Neil Hart, Commodore of Itchenor Sailing Club.  

 Mr Hart spoke for 20 amusing and informative minutes about the present and future of 
the Sailing Club. He reminded us of the Club’s primary purpose, to provide racing, 
training for it, and other on-water activities. Participation numbers are up, 2 new classes 
are racing in 2019, and the club’s wedding offer goes from strength to strength. For this, 
as for the racing, the club’s waterside position with access to the harbour at all states of 
the tide is a unique asset. While being aware any organisation has challenges, they also 
have opportunities and he looks forward to minimising the one and maximising the other. 

 
2. Parish Council Report. 

 Cllr Trevelyan, Chair of the Planning subcommittee reviewed 3 years of Parish Council 
planning activity. There had been 89 applications considered and reported on, an 
average of 1.65 per two weekly meeting. Notable cases in the last year were the 
applicant’s appeal against the Old Haven refusal, and the Memorial Hall’s successful 
application. Both were generously supported by residents. Councillor Mead Briggs gave 
a brief on the Old Haven Appeal during which the Appeal Inspector reported being 
impressed by the involvement of the village residents 

 
3. Surface Water drainage. 

 Cllr Dunn gave a fascinating and long overdue description of the journey to 
understanding the state of the village’s surface water drainage system. By physically 
inspecting ditches and culverts, employing CCTV, getting drone footage, and obtaining 
an up to date level survey by WSCC, his working group has a complete picture, which 
was presented to us using a unique coordinated village map of the services. The findings 
are not good, with blocked ditches, collapsed pipes and many dwellings at risk of 
flooding. The main rife below the pond has been cleared. Much work is still required, 
particularly the collapsed pipes and tunnels under the road, which are the responsibility 
of the Highways Agency. 
 A very long culvert replaced an ancient ditch when houses were built around the 
Common and along Itchenor Road. This must be cleared out and maintained. A metal 
detector would be useful to find some of the access points! 
 At the Pond, The FLOW team have been invaluable to us in teaching us and with their 
own work to improve the pond Eco system. Silt and toxicology surveys have been done 
and the PC has received 3 quotations for removing silt and the central island which has 
been built in the last 30 years.  

 Work is planned to commence at the end of the summer. 
 

 The sea wall remains a high risk of flooding as sea levels increase and the wall is 
occassionally overtopped already. The Environment Agency have taken little interest in 
helping to resolve this even with pressure from WSCC. 
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 The Southern Water foul drainage system for the entire village runs below this sea wall 
 through pumping stations and although efforts have been made to line the pipes reducing 
the problems of leakage, (both into and out of the drains), this has now again failed. 

 
4.   Residents Questions. 
Q.  A resident asked Cllr Dunn what would he choose as the highest priority for any 

spending. The answer was the drains under the road between Black Bungalow/Shieling 
and the Memorial Hall side.  

 
Q.  A resident noted there was a plan to add a route to part of Salterns Way so that it left 

Shipton Green in a westerly direction and joined up with Sheepwash Lane across the 
intervening field. This would remove users from about half a mile of Itchenor Road. The 
new route would be for cyclists, wheel chairs and walkers reinstating an ancient footpath 
was was lost over time. 

 
Q.  A member of the Memorial Hall committee thanked the Parish Council for their support in 

getting their planning application through the District Council. The Hall fundraising and 
refurbishment are about to begin. 

 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting  
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7 pm. 
 
 
Signed: _________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
Chairman 

 


