
West Itchenor Parish Council meeting 11/11/2019 

 
1 

West Itchenor Parish Council 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of West Itchenor Parish Council to be held on Monday 11 November 2019 
in Itchenor Memorial Hall. 
 
Present:  Mr R Dyer, Mr C Mead-Briggs, Mr L Keep, Mr E Rhys-Hurn, 
   Mr A Spencer (Chairman), Mrs A Trevelyan 
 
In attendance: Mrs C Smith (Clerk), Mr G Barrett (CDC), Mrs E Hamilton (CDC),  
   Mrs S Taylor (CDC), Mr P Montyn (WSCC), 1 member of public 
 
The meeting commenced at 6pm 
 
94/19C Chairman’s Welcome 
 The Chairman thanked everyone for coming to the meeting at the earlier time. 
 
95/19C Questions/comments from members of the public.  
   Nothing raised. 
 
96/19C District and County Councillor Reports. 
96.1 Mr Montyn (County Councillor)  

Mr Montyn reported that a review was taking place on gritting in the winter and 
cutting hedges. Currently around forty percent of the county’s roads are salted, it is 
proposed that this be reduced to 30%. Going forwards the County Council is looking 
to only salt A roads and other major roads. Mr Montyn was making representations to 
the County Council as this would mean that the A286 would only be salted up to the 
Birdham garage. There were significant arguments that the two schools and Fire 
Station warranted the regular salting of the two main roads down to East and West 
Wittering. 
Currently hedges on the highways are cut every year, going forward this will take 
place every other year. 
Mr Monty reported that the County Council had stated that it would not be repairing 
or replacing the broken guard rail that was damaged as a result of the fallen tree. 
The Conservancy has recently commissioned a study that had provided very detailed 
information on views within the AONB. 
Mr Montyn also touched on the proposed schools’ closures and the library service in 
East Wittering. 

 
96.2       Mr Barrett (District Councillor) 

Mr Barret commented on the District Council’s Members bulletin that had been 
circulated inviting questions to be emailed to him. On 5 November 2019, Council had 
approved the Council tax reduction scheme which would be unchanged from this 
year.  An increase of an average of 3% was being proposed for parking charges 
across the district and a consultation on this is due shortly. Free parking for a 
specified period will remain in all rural car parks. 
A question was raised about the Southern Gateway. Mr Barrett confirmed that the 
Council was due to consider the tenders received but was unable to comment on the 
outcome. 

 
96.3   Mrs Taylor (District Councillor) 

The responses to the Local Plan consultation had been reviewed and on 3 December 
2019, Cabinet and then Council will receive a report on the responses and a way 
forward will be discussed. 
Mrs Taylor was aware that some inaccurate information was being communicated by 
local pressure groups regarding housing allocations relating to the South Downs 
National Park. She stated that the District Council had not elected to take the 41 
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dwellings that the National Park was unable meet from its housing allocation. The 
District Council has received a request from the South Downs National Park to take 
on the housing allocation that it is unable to meet. The District Council has a ‘duty to 
co-operate’ in these circumstances and currently this request is still under 
consideration.  The District Council with respond once it has established whether it 
can meet its own housing allocation. 
A question was raised, given that no extension had been granted for the Local Plan 
review and the Minister for Communities and Local Government had stated there 
would be no change to the allocation of housing for the District, how was the District 
Council going to deal with this. 
Mrs Taylor responded that it was going to be tough, legal advice had been taken and 
the District Council was planning to submit the Local Plan Review by the deadline. It 
was expected that this would be enough to stop any planning appeals.   

96.4    Mrs Hamilton (District Councillor) 
Mrs Hamilton commented that figures had been produced on how much of the 
peninsula may be under water in the coming years but this had not resulted in any 
changes. 
Evidence on the Nitrates issue was being collated. Natural England have said there 
is a problem, the Environment Agency states there is not a problem.  Currently 
DEFRA is mediating between the two organisations. 
A question was raised about the connection between nitrates on the fields and 
development.  Mrs Hamilton responded that the District Council will be looking to 
have a neutral policy regarding nitrates in future developments. 

 
97/19C Apologies for absence.  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Watson. 
 
Mr Barrett and Mrs Taylor left the meeting 6.24pm 
 
98/19C Declarations of Interest.  
 None 
 
99/19C Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 September 2019. 

The Chairman called for the approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on 9 September 2019. It was RESOLVED that the Minutes as presented be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting and they be signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

100/19C Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2019. 
 None. 
 
101/19C Minutes of Planning Committee meetings of 16 September and 21 October 2019. 

The Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 16 September and 21 
October were NOTED. Two applications had been withdrawn and one was being 
reconsidered. The Planning Committee will continue to monitor Old Haven and it was 
expected that the Northshore application may be on the agenda for the District 
Council’s Planning Committee on 4 December 2019. 

  
102/19C Environment Working party update. 
 A report had been previously circulated. 

Discussions were ongoing between the District/County Council and the independent 
drainage contractors representing the owners of Stowfell and Gulworthy. The 
contractors were asking for evidence that the levels of the ditch had changed since 
the wall was installed and the Council was requesting proof that permission had been 
given for the installation of the wall. 
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A further meeting is planned this week to review all the culverts in the village, some 
are very full and in parts it is not know where the culverts go. It is seen as important 
to review the overall picture before any decisions can be made as to what action to 
take. On the Common in particular, most of the pipework has been located, but in 
places it is impossible to see where it goes and these are almost certainly mostly 
silted up. 

 
Cllr Keep updated the Council on the situation at the pond. Previously it had been 
agreed that the pond needed de-silting and two quotes had been received both in the 
region of £16,000. Cllr Keep questioned the Council’s key objective, dealing with the 
potential issue of flooding or addressing the aesthetics of the pond. It was suggested 
that residents were most interested in the aesthetics of the pond coupled with the fact 
there had been no recent flooding. 

  
There followed some debate on whether efforts should go into clearing the stream to 
aid flow through the weir and into the rife or concentrate on desilting the pond. There 
was concern that desilting the pond would not have any material effect on the water 
flow.  There was also concern that clearing the stream to aid flow through the weir 
could also cause flooding in the areas around the rife (the haven). 
Cllr Keep reported that the silting up of the pond has started to become impacted 
making it more like solid ground than just silt. It was also noted that some years ago 
the pond was regularly desilted. 
 
A question was raised as to whether consideration has been given to moving the 
island.  In response it was reported that Voles had been found and so it was not 
possible to move the island. Advice had been given to make the island more of an 
island to help voles. 

 
In summary the Council was asked to consider two options; either to desilt the pond, 
or to clear out the stream to aid flow to the harbour.   It was agreed to look at clearing 
out the stream and then monitoring the effect this has. Should desilting of the pond 
be required this could happen later. 

 
Mrs Hamilton left the meeting at 7.15pm 
 

A question was raised about whether the Parish Council was satisfied with the 
monitoring and condition of the trees it was responsible for.  It was agreed to review 
this once Cllr Watson had returned as he held the relevant information. 

  
103/19C External meeting reports.   

Cllr Mead-Briggs had attended the South Chichester County Local Committee 
meeting on 5 November 2019.  It was noted that Bosham have applied for a 20mph 
speed limit to apply both sides of the main road. This appeared to have support from 
lots of local organisations as well as Highways Officer support.    

 
104/19C Mobile Waste sites. 

A proposed consultation on the possible removal of the mobile waste sites in Selsey 
and East Wittering had been sent to Councils.  It was widely felt that the proposed 
consultation was too detailed. It was agreed to propose that the consultation was 
limited to just one question; 

‘Would you be prepared to pay an additional amount estimated at between £5 and 

£7 per year on your parish or town council tax to retain the mobile service at Selsey 

and the Witterings?  Yes / No’ 
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It was also agreed that the Parish Council was in principle in favour of adding to 
precept to keep the mobile waste sites operating. 

 
Mr Montyn left the meeting at 6.38pm 
 
105/19C Heritage fund 

Information had been circulated on a New Heritage Fund. Local people will be 
empowered to nominate heritage assets which are important to them and reflect their 
local area and identity, supported by a team of heritage experts to identify areas 
which need protecting.  It was agreed that if requested the Village Design Statement 
contained the list of Heritage Assets for the village. 

 
106/19C Policy Adoption and Review. 
106.1 Standing Orders 

As a result of changes in regulations revised Standing Orders had been circulated.  
The changes to the Council’s existing Standing orders were explained.  It was 
RESOLVED that the revised Standing Orders be adopted with immediate effect. 

 
106.2 Financial regulations 

As a result of changes in regulations revised Financial Regulations had been 
circulated.  The changes to the Council’s existing Financial Regulations were 
explained. There was some discussion about whether to include clauses relating to a 
three year forecast as currently the Parish Council did not have a Business Plan. 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council prepare a three year Business Plan. 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council adopt the Financial regulations with the 
recommended changes with immediate effect. 
 

107/19C Speed Indicator Devices. 
The Clerk and Cllr Spencer had met with Mike Dare (WSCC - Highways Officer) The 
perception is that people speed through the village. The recommendation was that in 
the first instance the Parish Council consider using speed loops in the locations 
where speeding is at it worst to establish the baseline. It was suggested that the data 
should be collected over a longer period of time than the usual two weeks to get a 
better overall picture.  Additional information on alternative options was also 
provided. 
It was agreed to investigate all the options and get a detailed breakdown of the costs 
to enable an informed decision to be made at the January meeting. 
 
It was also reported that earlier in the day a 3.2m wide load had got jammed trying to 
access the shipyard. It was suggested that the Parish Council look at implementation 
of parking restrictions between the entrance to the car park and Waterstone Close. 

  
108/19C Clerks Report. 

The Clerk reported on the interim audit which had taken place mid-October. Two 
matters had been recommended, the provision of a three year business plan, which 
had been agreed and the inclusion in the Financial regulations of a spending limit for 
the Clerk to enable the purchase of necessary items such as stationary or postage, 
without having to seek prior approval from the Chairman or full Council. 

 
109/19C Finance. 
109.1   Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the year ended 31 March 2019. 
 This had been advertised from 16 October 2019 
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109.2     External Auditor Report and certificate for the year ended 31 March 2019. 

The External Auditor had noted that the council approved Sections 1 and 2 after the 
30th June which is contrary to the deadline for approval set by the Accounts and 
Audit Regulations 2015. The Council approved the Return on the evening of the date 
of commencement of the Public Rights period which is contrary to those Regulations. 
It was noted that approval had been one day late and this had been as a result of 
trying to get a quorate meeting date fixed. 
 

109.3    Draft budget for 2020/21 
 The Clerk went through the draft budget highlighting areas requiring consideration. 

It was agreed to finalise the budget at the January meeting, after the Parish Council 
had undertaken work on the Business Plan. 

 
109.4    Schedule of Payments and Receipts 
 On a proposal by the Chairman it was RESOLVED that the payments listed in 
 the schedule of payments and receipts totalling £6,526.84  be made. 
 
109.5    Statement of Accounts  

Cllr Trevelyan reported that she had undertaken a check of the accounts and 
everything was in order. The statement of accounts up to 6 November 2019 was 
APPROVED. 

  
110/19C Items for referral to the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 13 January 2020. 
 Business Plan, the Pond, Speeding, TRO for parking restrictions. 
  
1 member of public left the meeting. 
 
111/19C Legal matters relating to the Common 
 An update on the Solicitors actions was given 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.09pm 

 

Signed________________________________ Date________________ 
Chairman 


