
1 April 2020 

Dear Parish Clerk 

Local Plan Update 

I am writing to update you regarding the review of the Local Plan. 

Firstly, you may be aware that the A27 Chichester Bypass has been identified as a “pipeline 

project” in the Government’s Road Investment Strategy 2 published after the Budget on 11 

March.  The emerging Local Plan will need to take account of progress on this important 

matter. More immediately, along with most Council staff, the Planning Policy team are 

currently working from home and are continuing to progress the Local Plan.  Can I 

emphasise that work has not stopped and so far we have not encountered significant 

difficulties with engaging with key organisations, though this will continue to be monitored.   

The next stage for the Local Plan is the completion of the Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment (HELAA).  We are looking at how we best engage with CDC 

Members on this emerging work in light of current restrictions but the intention is still to 

publish a final document in June, and continue work on other key evidence studies.   

From 15 July 2020, the adopted Plan will be more than 5 years old.  From that point, under 

current national planning policy the Council’s housing land supply will be measured against 

a higher figure derived from the Government’s standard methodology.  Therefore from mid-

July the Council may not be able to demonstrate an ongoing 5 year supply of housing land 

as required by Government guidance. As a consequence, the Council is preparing an 

Interim Policy Statement for Housing to help manage and guide planning applications for 

housing development in the interim period before the new Local Plan can be adopted. The 

intention is to ensure a draft Interim Statement is in place by the summer, subject to public 

consultation on its final content, and formal approval of the document by the Council.  

Whilst on this subject, the Coronavirus Act was passed on 26 March which included 

important enabling legislation which is relevant for both CDC and Parish Councils.  
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The detail will be included in further secondary legislation, but the Act starts to put in place 

measures to relax some of the requirements for Council meetings (we expect this will include 

provisions to enable members to take part in formal meetings without being physically 

present), but also enable the Secretary of State to direct that certain elections, including 

neighbourhood referendums, are postponed. The full legislation is on the Government’s 

website at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/contents/enacted  but until such time 

as the secondary regulations are issued there are limited details available.   

We will continue to arrange discussions with parish councils (recognising that under the 

present circumstances this will need to be a conference call) and perhaps you would let me 

know whether you would find this helpful. 

Yours faithfully 

Toby Ayling  

Planning Policy Manager 

Chichester District Council 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/contents/enacted

